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PRE-SESSIONAL ENGLISH COURSE 
 
Developed and awarded by SIM, Singapore 

 
 

COURSE AIMS 
 

This course aims to improve all four Academic English language skills, speaking, listening, reading and 
writing to IELTS 7.0, through three parts: from IELTS 5.5 to IELTS 6.0 in Part One, IELTS 6.0 to IELTS 
6.5 in Part 2 and, from IELTS 6.5 to IELTS 7.0 in Part 3 as a through trained course. The pre-sessional 
English course, in particular, is designed for students who need to improve their knowledge of spoken 
and written English in preparation for academic study at master level at the University of Birmingham. 
This course, among other things, seeks to provide opportunities for students to: 

 

¶ Develop skills in understanding and analysing academic texts and use them in writing, listening 
and speaking 

¶ Improve abilities to speak in academic contexts, with emphasis on oral and digital 
presentations 

¶ Analyse and summarise academic texts and develop critical thinking 

¶ Express arguments, writing and discussion more clearly, concisely and in a dynamic way in 
Academic English 

 
By the end of this course, students will be able to do the following: 

 

Reading 
¶ Understand a variety of different academic text types 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
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OVERVIEW OF PRE-SESSIONAL COURSE: PART TWO 
 

MODULE READING VOCABULARY SPEAKING LISTENING LANGUAGE 
DEVELOPMENT 

WRITING 

WEEK ONE 

1: Lifelong Learning 
1A: Successful Learning 

 

Predicting; Scanning; 
Note & Table completion 

 

Language of learning; 
Collocations; Dictionary 
use 

 

Using a range of tenses 
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MODULE READING VOCABULARY SPEAKING LISTENING LANGUAGE 
DEVELOPMENT 

WRITING 

5B: Expanding Our 
Horizons 
Module 5 Review 

Labelling a diagram; 
T/F/NG 

Noun phrases Part 2: Describing an 
experience 

Section 3: Matching; 
Labelling a diagram 

Reporting verbs Task 1: Describing a 
chart 

MCA TESTS READING MCA  SPEAKING MCA LISTENING MCA  WRITING MCA 

 
WEEK FOUR 
6: Law and Order 
6A: Preventing Crime 

 

Unknown words; Flow 
chart & Sentence 
completion 

 

Argument & opinion verbs; 
Academic words; 
Argument collocations 

 

Developing topic-specific 
vocabulary; Ordering 
arguments; The schwa; 
Part 3 

 

Section 4: Summary 
completion; 
Understanding attitude 
from tone & intonation 

 

Linking ideas: Both, 
neither & either 

 

Comparing & 
contrasting 
structures; 
Contrasting opinions; 
Task 2: Opinion 
essay 

6B: Solving Crime 
Module 6 Review 

Flow chart & Sentence 
completion 

Cleft sentences Part 3: Discussing crime Section 4: MCQs and 
Summary completion 

Using there & it Task 2: Opinion 
essay 

7: On the Move 

7A: Urban Living 
 

Linking ideas & 
paraphrasing; Matching 
sentence endings; 
Summary completion 

  

Developing topic-specific 
vocabulary; Part 1: 
Speaking more 
accurately 

 

Section 1: Form 
completion & MCQ; 
Identifying distractors 

 

Sentence fragments & 
run-on sentences; 
Punctuation 

 

Representing data 
clearly & accurately; 
Identifying 
inaccuracies in 
writing; Task 1: 
Tables & charts 

7B: Infrastructures 
Module 7 Review 

Matching sentence 
endings; Summary 
completion 

 Part 1: Describing travel 
& transport 

Section 1: MCQs & Form 
completion 

Improving grammatical 
accuracy; Prepositions 

Task 1: Describing 
tables & charts 

WEEK FIVE 
8: Social Networks 

8A: Community 

 

Identifying writer’s 
claims & opinions; 
Y/N/NG questions; 
MCQs: Two answers 

 

Academic words; word 
families; Collocations with 
plan 

 

Developing topic-specific 
vocabulary; Real & 
hypothetical situations & 
reactions; Part 2: 
Pronunciation – 
connected speech 

 

Section 2: Matching; 
Table completion; 
Following arguments 

 

Review of future forms; 
Speculating on the future 

 

Situations, causes & 
effects; Task 2: 
Developing a 
situation, cause & 
effect paragraph 

8B: Communication 
Module 8 Review 

Y/N/NG questions; 
MCQs 

Noun phrases 2 Part 2: Describing a 
famous person 

Section 2: Matching; 
Note completion; MCQs 

Cause & effect linking 
words 

Task 2: Cause & 
effect essay 

9: Being Successful 
9A: A Recipe for 
Success 
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